THE COLORED CONVENTIONS
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THE COLORED CONVENTIONS

» The Colored Convention Movement began officially on a local,
state, and federal level before the civil war. Delegates came
from all stations within the black community. Religious
leaders, businessmen, abolitionist and formerly enslaved.

» This movement allowed the strategic structure and
cohesiveness of the black community against the white
supremacy and terrorism it faced.

» With the victory of the Civil War, Blacks had the ability to
fashion policy that not only ameliorated Blacks but humanely
dealt with the deleterious poor white populations.



COLORED CONVENTIONS

» The first documented convention was assembled in 1830 at
Mother Bethel AME Church in Philadelphia. Presided over by
the great Richard Allan, founder of the Free African Society.
Primarily, this convention task was to debate the idea of
buying land and emigrating to Canada.

» Majority of the conventions were held in the North, where the
attitude toward abolition wasn’t as offensive. Locations
ranged from New York, Ohio, Troy, Albany, Syracuse, and
even Western cities like California.

» Men like William Still, Fredrick Douglas, Henry Highland
Garnet, and Lewis Hayden attended.



COLORED CONVENTIONS

» Conventions were called also to discuss and plan ways to
combat the violence that plagued Black society. The
Cincinnati riots of 1829 and the New York riots of 1839 were
perfect examples of the brutality faced by Blacks at that time.

» The moral uplift ideology of early Black leaders ultimately had
little effect on the “peculiar institution” of the South. Change
would only happen by policy and force.

» The Convention Movement continued after the Civil War,
with nearly 4 million newly emancipated African Americans
now being able to participate in local, state, and nation
politics.
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PRECURSOR TO CONVENTIONS

® 6 &6 0 0 0 0 0 o
® & 06 06 0 0 0 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 O O O 0 O O O O 0 O 0 0 O 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 o

» Freedom’s Journal was the first
newspaper in the United States to
be owned and operated by African. It
began circulating in 1827 in New
York. John Russwurm and Samuel

Cornish

» this paper outlined plans for Black
organizing on the state-level and
also detailed a vision for national
organizing

» Source: https://
www.wisconsinhistory.org/pdfs/la/
FreedomsJournal/v2n38.pdf

> http://coloredconventions.org/
exhibits/show/convention-of-1830/
the-origins-of-the-1830-conven/
other-precursors-to-the-conven
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FREEDOM?’S | ORIGIN OF COLORED CONVENTION
P R O P H E T ...............................................

» The origin of the idea of the national
convention of 1830 came from Hezekiah
Grice

» Hezekiah Grice, a Baltimore native. Grice
was born free in Ohio but sensed as a
young man that racial discrimination
prevented him from gaining meaningful
employment and status as a citizen, and
wondered if emigration to Canada would
be the best opportunity for him to live with
basic human rights.

> in April, 1830, sent letters to many
prominent African American men in the
free states, requesting their opinions on
the idea of organizing a national meeting
to discuss the subject of mass

Bishop Richard Allen, the AME Church, emigration

and the Black Founding Fathers
» Richard Allen was the first to respond

/é.M./M and called for the meeting




1830 COLORED CONVENTION DETAILS

» The question of emigration to Canada West, after an exhaustive
discussion which continued during the two days of the convention’s
sessions, was recommended as a measure of relief against the persecution
from which the colored American suffered in many places in the North.

» Strong resolutions against the American Colonization Society were
adopted.

» The formation of a parent society with auxiliaries in the different
localities represented in the convention, for the purpose of raising money
to defray the object of purchasing a colony in the province of upper
Canada.

» Source:The Early Negro Convention Movement. BY JOHN W.
CROMWELL.



PennsyivaniaA—Richard Allen, Belfast Burton,
Cyrus Black, Junius C. Morell, Benjamin
Paschall, James Cornish, William Whipper,
Peter Gardiner, John Allen, James Newman,
Charles H. Leveck, Frederick A. Hinton.

New York—Austin Steward, Joseph Adams,
George L. Brown.

CoNNEcTICUT—Scipio Augustus.
RuoDE IsLaAND—George C. Willis, Alfred Niger.

MarvLaND—James Deaver, Hezekiah Grice,
Aaron Willson, Robert Cowley.

DeLawArRe—Abraham D. Shadd.

[Pg 6]VIRGINIA—ATthur William

Duncan, James West, Jr.

M. Waring,

In addition to these there were honorary
members as follows:

PEnNsyLvANIA—RoObert Brown, William Rogers,
John Bowers, Richard Howell, Daniel Peterson,
Charles Shorts.

New York—Leven Williams.

MaryLaNnD—]James P. Walker, Rev. Samuel Todd,
John Arnold.

Onio—John Robinson.
New Jersey—Sampson Peters.

DeLaware—Rev. Anthony Campbell and Dan
Carolus Hall.



EMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION

> Emigration: was a movement that had been
initiated by black people! Paul cuffe and Peter
willams jr. Who thought that they would never
achieve full equality in the United States
wanted to seek freedom elsewhere (hayti,
Sierra leone, Liberia etc)

Colonization: was the idea of white people who
did not want to interact with free black blacks
on an equal basis and plotted to forcibly
remove blacks from the states before they
gained American citizenship and posed a real
threat to southern slavery!

One group of whites in the ACS where wealthy
slaveholders and they hoped the removal of
free blacks would increase the value of there
slaves and stop them or discourage them from
running away.

The other group were northern whites who
feared free blacks would dominate the political,
economic,and social system.

> 68,69




- CONSTITUTION

oY THER

ALERICAN SOUIETT

oy

FREE PERSONS OF COLOUR,

YOR IMPROVING THEIR OONDITION IN THE UNITED STATES)
YOR PURCHASING LANDS; AND FOR THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF A SETTLEMENT IN UPPER CANADA,

ALSO

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION,

W\ﬂ‘ﬂ THEIR

ADDRBESS

TO

THE FREE PERSCNS OF COLOUR

IN THE

UNITED STATES,
e

PHILADELPHIA:
PRINTED BY J. W. ALLEN, NO 206, STRAWBERRY-ST.

313920

CANADA

ARTICLE |

»This Society shall be called
"The American Society of Free
Persons of Color, for their
condition in the United States;
for purchasing land for the
establishment of a settle- ment
in the Province of Upper
Canada and shall consist of
such Persons of Colour as
shall pay not less than twenty
five cents entering, and
thereafter a quarter and
eighteen three quarter cents.



WHY CANADA

» |In 1793, the Upper Canada legislature passed an act that granted gradual
abolition and any slave arriving in the province was automatically declared
free. Fearing for their safety in the United States after the passage of the
first Fugitive Slave Law in 1793, over 30,000 slaves came to Canada via
the Underground Railroad until the end of the American Civil War in 1865.
They settled mostly in southern Ontario, but some also settled in Quebec
and Nova Scotia. Many returned to the United States to fight in the Civil
War and rejoin their families after its end

> http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/history-ethnic-cultural/
Pages/blacks.aspx
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CONVENTION BACKS THE WILBERFORE COLONY OF CANADA

» The Wilberfore colony was founded by free blacks from Ohio who were forced to
leave there homes due to a 1804 law, entitled: "An Act to Regulate Black and
Mulatto Persons

» This law was served as a fugitive slave measure inasmuch as it specified that no
black or mulatto could settle or reside in the state unless he could furnish a certificate
of freedom. Those already within the state were required to register, and pay a fee of
twelve and one-half cents per head. It was a penal offense, punishable by fine, to hire
a black person without such a certificate

» The first serious attempt to enforce these laws took place in Cincinnati in 1829. On
June 29th of that year a Procla- mation was issued to the public, signed by three
Trustees of Cincinnati.

» This sparked the race riot of 1829 where the competition of jobs played a key role in
It just as much as there racism. There business were burnt, homes and lives on both
sides were took.

» Source: The Journal of Negro History, Vol. 58, No. 4 (Oct., 1973), pp. 427-440



THE EARLY NEGRO CONVENTION BACKS THE WILBERFORE COLONY OF CANADA
CONVENTION MOVEMENT

TR AMERICAN NEGRO > AUSt_in Steward was elected thg , vilce
ACADEMY, OCCASIONAL o, et A oarl rosidont o
PAPERS NO. 9 the Wilberfore Colony

» The committee convened and
resolved in 1832 800 acres of land
had already been secured, two
thousand individuals had left the soil
of their birth, crossed the line and laid
the foundation for a structure which
promised an asylum for the colored
population of the United States. They
had already erected two hundred log
houses and 500 acres of land had
been brought under cultivation. But
hostility to the settlement of the Negro
In that section had been manifested
by Canadians, many of whom would
sell no land to the Negro.

CROMWELL, JOHN WESLEY, 1846-1927
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MINUTES

oY THE

NATIONAL CONVENTION

or

COLORED CITIZENS:

HELD AT BUFFALO,

On the 15IRy 1020y 1720, 18IA and 10tA of Mugusty 18438,
FOR THE \PUIIPOII or
CONSIDERING THEIR MORAL AND POLITICAL CONDITION

AS AMERICAN CITIZENS.

NI P AN N

NEW.YORK:
PIERCY & REED, PRINTERS, 9 SPRUCE-STREET,

1848.



COLORED CONVENTION 1843

» The National Colored Convention in 1843 was held in Buftalo,
New York. Leaders in the African American community like

Fredrick Douglas, William Wells Brown, Charles B Ray, and
Henry Highland Garnet were present.

» The Resolutions approved consisted of putting the name
“Christian” in Church titles, denouncing “Christian” churches
who advocated slavery as “Synagogues of Satan”, abolishing
Slavery, and establishing a National paper to express the
sentiments of the Conventions going forward.

» Fun Fact: This Conventions presiding official, Charles B Ray
had a Paper called “The Colored American” with Samuel
Cornish and James McCune Smith.



COLORED CONVENTION 1843

» Opening statement made by orator Rev James Fountain..
“Proscription is not in accordance with equal rights, no more
than is oppression with holy freedom, or slavery with the
spirit of free institutions. The present system of laws in this
country, enacted in reference to us the oppressed and
downtrodden descendants of Africa...”

» Rev Fountain paying reverence to his mother land gave a
speech detailing the horrors of slavery and called for the
assistance of the Convention in condemning and the
eradication the peculiar institution.



COLORED CONVENTION 1843

» Henry Highland Garnet was the star of the Convention and
drew stark criticism over his proposal to add an Address he
penned to the slaves in American. His opponents expressed
timidity against the fierce language. Fredrick Douglas and
others feared the address would spark insurrection.

» Charles Ray agreed but called on Garnet to change some of the
verbiage, which of course Garnet refused.

» Mr. Garnet arose to reply, and said “that the most the address
said in sentiment, and advised the slaves to go to their masters
and tell them they wanted their liberty, and had come to ask
for it; and if the master refused it, to tell them, then we shall
take it, let the consequence be what it may.”



» Excerpts from “An Address To The Slaves Of The United
States”

> Brethren, it is as wrong for your lordly oppressors to keep you in slavery, as it was for the man
thief to steal our ancestors from the coast of Africa. You should therefore now use the same
manner of resistance, as would have been just in our ancestors when the bloody foot prints of
the first remorseless soul thief was placed upon the shores of our fatherland. The hum-blest
peasant is as free in the sight of God as the proudest monarch that ever swayed a sceptre.
Liberty is a spirit sent out from God, and like its great Author, is no respecter of persons.

> Fellow men! Patient sufferers! behold your dearest rights crushed to the earth! See your sons
murdered, and your wives, mothers and sisters doomed to prostitution. In the name of the
merciful God, and by all that life is worth, let it no longer be a debatable question whether it is
better to choose Liberty or death.

> Labor for the peace of the human race, and remember that you are FOUR MILLIONS.



COLORED CONVENTION 1843

» Henry Highland Garnet speech despite the support of some
lost by only one vote but the message was clear. There was a
small majority of Africans Americans that were prepared to
fight for their freedom. Unfortunately leaders such as Fredrick
Douglas and others seemed to lack the bellicose for such
action. Apprehensions can be understood depending upon
individual beliefs when put into context of the times.




