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THE COLORED CONVENTIONS 

➤ The Colored Convention Movement began officially on a local, 
state, and federal level before the civil war. Delegates came 
from all stations within the black community. Religious 
leaders, businessmen, abolitionist and formerly enslaved.  

➤ This movement allowed the strategic structure and 
cohesiveness of the black community against the white 
supremacy and terrorism it faced.  

➤ With the victory of the Civil War, Blacks had the ability to 
fashion policy that not only ameliorated Blacks but humanely 
dealt with the deleterious poor white populations.  



COLORED CONVENTIONS 

➤ The first documented convention was assembled in 1830 at 
Mother Bethel AME Church in Philadelphia. Presided over by 
the great Richard Allan, founder of the Free African Society. 
Primarily, this convention task was to debate the idea of 
buying land and emigrating to Canada.  

➤ Majority of the conventions were held in the North, where the 
attitude toward abolition wasn’t as offensive. Locations 
ranged from New York, Ohio, Troy, Albany, Syracuse, and 
even Western cities like California.  

➤ Men like William Still, Fredrick Douglas, Henry Highland 
Garnet, and Lewis Hayden attended. 



COLORED CONVENTIONS 
➤ Conventions were called also to discuss and plan ways to 

combat the violence that plagued Black society. The 
Cincinnati riots of 1829 and the New York riots of 1839 were 
perfect examples of the brutality faced by Blacks at that time.  

➤ The moral uplift ideology of early Black leaders ultimately had 
little effect on the “peculiar institution” of the South. Change 
would only happen by policy and force.  

➤ The Convention Movement continued after the Civil War, 
with nearly 4 million newly emancipated African Americans 
now being able to participate in local, state, and nation 
politics. 



PRECURSOR TO CONVENTIONS 
➤ Freedom's Journal was the first 

newspaper in the United States to 
be owned and operated by African. It 
began circulating in 1827 in New 
York. John Russwurm and Samuel 
Cornish 

➤ this paper outlined plans for Black 
organizing on the state-level and 
also detailed a vision for national 
organizing

➤ Source: https://
www.wisconsinhistory.org/pdfs/la/
FreedomsJournal/v2n38.pdf

➤ http://coloredconventions.org/
exhibits/show/convention-of-1830/
the-origins-of-the-1830-conven/
other-precursors-to-the-conven
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ORIGIN  OF COLORED CONVENTION 

➤ The origin of the idea of  the  national 
convention of 1830 came from  Hezekiah 
Grice  

➤ Hezekiah Grice, a Baltimore native. Grice 
was born free in Ohio but sensed as a 
young man that racial discrimination  
prevented him from gaining meaningful 
employment and status as a citizen, and 
wondered if emigration to Canada would 
be the best opportunity for him to live with 
basic human rights.

➤ in April, 1830, sent letters to many 
prominent African American men in the 
free states, requesting their opinions on 
the idea of organizing a national meeting 
to discuss the subject of mass 
emigration 

➤ Richard  Allen was the first  to respond  
and called for the meeting 



                  1830  COLORED CONVENTION DETAILS 

➤ The question of emigration to Canada West, after an exhaustive 
discussion which continued during the two days of the convention’s 
sessions, was recommended as a measure of relief against the persecution 
from which the colored American suffered in many places in the North. 

➤ Strong resolutions against the American Colonization Society were 
adopted. 

➤ The formation of a parent society with auxiliaries in the different 
localities represented in the convention, for the purpose of raising money 
to defray the object of purchasing a colony in the province of upper 
Canada.  

➤ Source:The Early Negro Convention Movement. BY JOHN W. 
CROMWELL.



     THE FIRST 40 OF THE COLORED CONVENTION OF 1830



➤ Emigration: was a movement that had been 
initiated by black people! Paul cuffe and Peter 
willams jr. Who thought that they would never 
achieve full equality in the United States 
wanted to seek freedom elsewhere (hayti, 
Sierra leone, Liberia etc) 

➤ Colonization: was the idea of white people who 
did not want to interact with free black blacks 
on an equal basis and plotted to forcibly 
remove blacks from the states before they 
gained American citizenship and posed a real 
threat to southern slavery! 

➤ One group of whites in the ACS where wealthy 
slaveholders and they hoped the removal of 
free blacks would increase the value of there 
slaves and stop them or discourage them from 
running away.

➤ The other group were northern whites who 
feared free blacks would dominate the political, 
economic,and social system.

➤ 68,69

EMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION 



           CANADA 
ARTICLE I

➤This Society shall be called 
"The American Society of Free 
Persons of Color, for their 
condition in the United States; 
for purchasing land  for the 
establishment of a settle- ment 
in the Province of Upper 
Canada and shall consist of 
such Persons of Colour as 
shall pay not less than twenty 
five cents entering, and 
thereafter a quarter and 
eighteen three quarter cents.



                                    WHY CANADA 

➤ In 1793, the Upper Canada legislature passed an act that granted gradual 
abolition and any slave arriving in the province was automatically declared 
free. Fearing for their safety in the United States after the passage of the 
first Fugitive Slave Law in 1793, over 30,000 slaves came to Canada via 
the Underground Railroad until the end of the American Civil War in 1865. 
They settled mostly in southern Ontario, but some also settled in Quebec 
and Nova Scotia. Many returned to the United States to fight in the Civil 
War and rejoin their families after its end

➤ http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/history-ethnic-cultural/
Pages/blacks.aspx
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CONVENTION BACKS THE  WILBERFORE COLONY OF CANADA 
➤ The Wilberfore colony was founded by free blacks from Ohio who were forced to 

leave there homes due to a 1804 law, entitled: "An Act to Regulate Black and 
Mulatto Persons  

➤ This law was served as a fugitive slave measure inasmuch as it specified that no 
black or mulatto could settle or reside in the state unless he could furnish a certificate 
of freedom. Those already within the state were required to register, and pay a fee of 
twelve and one-half cents per head. It was a penal offense, punishable by fine, to hire 
a black person without such a certificate

➤ The first serious attempt to enforce these laws took place in Cincinnati in 1829. On 
June 29th of that year a Procla- mation was issued to the public, signed by three 
Trustees of  Cincinnati.

➤ This sparked the race riot of 1829 where the competition of jobs played a key role in 
it just as much as there racism.  There business were burnt, homes and lives on both 
sides were took. 

➤ Source: The Journal of Negro History, Vol. 58, No. 4 (Oct., 1973), pp. 427-440



CONVENTION BACKS THE  WILBERFORE COLONY OF CANADA 

➤ Austin Steward was elected the , vice 
president of the 1830 conven- tion in 
Philadelphia, was an early resident of 
the Wilberfore Colony

➤ The committee convened and 
resolved in 1832 800 acres of land 
had already been secured, two 
thousand individuals had left the soil 
of their birth, crossed the line and laid 
the foundation for a structure which 
promised an asylum for the colored 
population of the United States. They 
had already erected two hundred log 
houses and 500 acres of land had 
been brought under cultivation. But 
hostility to the settlement of the Negro 
in that section had been manifested 
by Canadians, many of whom would 
sell no land to the Negro.





COLORED CONVENTION 1843
➤ The National Colored Convention in 1843 was held in Buffalo, 

New York. Leaders in the African American community like 
Fredrick Douglas, William Wells Brown, Charles B Ray, and 
Henry Highland Garnet were present.  

➤ The Resolutions approved consisted of putting the name 
“Christian” in Church titles, denouncing “Christian” churches 
who advocated slavery as “Synagogues of Satan”, abolishing 
Slavery, and establishing a National paper to express the 
sentiments of the Conventions going forward.  

➤ Fun Fact: This Conventions presiding official, Charles B Ray 
had a Paper called “The Colored American” with Samuel 
Cornish and James McCune Smith. 



COLORED CONVENTION 1843
➤ Opening statement made by orator Rev James Fountain.. 

“Proscription is not in accordance with equal rights, no more 
than is oppression with holy freedom, or slavery with the 
spirit of free institutions. The present system of laws in this 
country, enacted in reference to us the oppressed and 
downtrodden descendants of Africa...“ 

➤ Rev Fountain paying reverence to his mother land gave a 
speech detailing the horrors of slavery and called for the 
assistance of the Convention in condemning and the 
eradication the peculiar institution. 



COLORED CONVENTION 1843
➤ Henry Highland Garnet was the star of the Convention and 

drew stark criticism over his proposal to add an Address he 
penned to the slaves in American. His opponents expressed 
timidity against the fierce language. Fredrick Douglas and 
others feared the address would spark insurrection.  

➤ Charles Ray agreed but called on Garnet to change some of the 
verbiage, which of course Garnet refused. 

➤ Mr. Garnet arose to reply, and said “that the most the address 
said in sentiment, and advised the slaves to go to their masters 
and tell them they wanted their liberty, and had come to ask 
for it; and if the master refused it, to tell them, then we shall 
take it, let the consequence be what it may.”



➤ Excerpts from “An Address To The Slaves Of The United 
States”

➤ Brethren, it is as wrong for your lordly oppressors to keep you in slavery, as it was for the man 
thief to steal our ancestors from the coast of Africa. You should therefore now use the same 
manner of resistance, as would have been just in our ancestors when the bloody foot prints of 
the first remorseless soul thief was placed upon the shores of our fatherland. The hum¬blest 
peasant is as free in the sight of God as the proudest monarch that ever swayed a sceptre. 
Liberty is a spirit sent out from God, and like its great Author, is no respecter of persons. 

➤ Fellow men! Patient sufferers! behold your dearest rights crushed to the earth! See your sons 
murdered, and your wives, mothers and sisters doomed to prostitution. In the name of the 
merciful God, and by all that life is worth, let it no longer be a debatable question whether it is 
better to choose Liberty or death. 

➤  Labor for the peace of the human race, and remember that you are FOUR MILLIONS.  



COLORED CONVENTION 1843
➤ Henry Highland Garnet speech despite the support of  some 

lost by only one vote but the message was clear. There was a 
small majority of Africans Americans that were prepared to 
fight for their freedom. Unfortunately leaders such as Fredrick 
Douglas and others seemed to lack the bellicose for such 
action. Apprehensions can be understood depending upon 
individual beliefs when put into context of the times. 


