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| aura Adorkor Kol

* | am a representative from the Gold Coast of
West Africa, seeking the welfare of ‘Africa’s
children everywhere.

* God called me out-of/Africa;to-come-over here
and tell you, His people;what He-would:nave
you to do. | travelled from-place-toplace’iniAfrica
trying to keep fromranswering the;Calk

* | could not get-away:from-that-All=Seeing-Eye.
He prevailed with:me wherever-kwent. He finally
afflicted-me-with-a tearful:sickness-unto-death
three times untik l-said:Here-Amvl-Lord:-sent
meL.-have come to-bring you-a:message-of
good-news;and glad:tidings.2-Yourkings-and
leaders of Affica-who are your fathers;and-your
native people who-areyour-brothers-and:sisters
have alsogiven-me-aMESSAGE-to-askyou:
They say you-have beena-long timeaway from
home, why have you-not-made PREPARATIONS
to come -home? - They say, if youwantio-come
let we [sic] know, and it you don’t- want to-come
let we know. In the Gold Coast of West Africa
there is a DOOR (to all Africa) OPEN to you and
a hearty welcome waiting you there.




Beginnings

e She was born outside of Accra present:day.
Ghana in the late 1800’s F r
4

o [ aura Kofey first-appeared:in:the:Southiin
1927, the lastyear:Garvey servedin-Atlanta
Penitentiary oefore nis release:and
deportation. - According-to-locatresidents,
she “came up:out-of:howhere;ralthough;,in
fact, she seems-tohaverentered:the United
States from:Canada-and became active in
the Detroit branchiof the:UNIA-Amy
Jacques-Garvey remembers-her-as:a
particularly-effective ‘organizer.

a




Rise in the U.N.LA
- During the mid-1920s, Kofey toured the S E T T H E

United States and Central America,
speaking at several UUNIAdivisions-on-Africa

223 ,:I:iifcairzsculture and displaying African-art O N FI R E

- From 1926 to 1927, she traveled throughout BLACK NATIONALIST WOMEN
AND THE GLOBAL STRUGGLE

the U.S. South, establishing new - UNIA FOR FREEDOM
divisions in-Louisiana; Alabama, and Florida:

In Tampa alone, more-than three hundred
men-and women joined-the - UNIA under
Kofey’s direction during the summer 0f 1927

- On-August 1,1927, she visited-Garvey-in
federal prisoniin-Atlanta’in the company of
several Miami-UNIA-members who had
recommended the Princess to Garvey as
*worthwhile.”
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https://myfloridahistory.org/frontiers/article/106

THE MARcCUS GARVEY AND UNIA PAPERS

e complaints of her money-raising to [Address:] Leonard Smith, |
: . 1516 Rusgcll St., Detroit, Mich.
buy a sawmilkand-ships:foran [Handswritten endorsements:] OK JWS.

African exodus reached Gal’vey_ AFRC, AP. ATG, on Western Union postal message blank, straight telegram, collect.

o (Garvey pointedioutthathehad:given
her-no-authority-toicollect:ftunas;ne

Marcus Garvey to J. A. Craigen

assumedad: she:was-involvedin:a Atlanta, Ga., Sept. 20, 1927
- : I have given Mrs. Kofey' no authority to collect funds from members for
SCheme usmg hIS Harme J[O eXtraCt any kind of African exodus. I know nothing of her proposition for saw mills

“ o \ and ships[.] I shall not be held responsible for her activities in that direction.
SEISIRLSeY: from-a “oense pUb“C’ and:ne If the people have been defrauded they have legal recourse. I authorized no

advised-that shebe repOrted tothe one to give her authority to collect funds for such a purpose. If the people are
. so dense as not to be able to protect themselves I can do no more. I know
police. In-OctobersGarvey revoked nothing of the affuir].]
the charter of:Division286:which was e
< : resident General
enterltalnmg Iherl and-inserted.a Adives:] J. A, Crsigen, Repecocntiog
warning noticeinthe Negro world. Universal Negro Improvement Association,

Richmond Hotel, 422 Broad St.,
Jacksonville, Fla.

[Handwritten endorsements:] OK JWS.
W.U. [$]1.20.




U.N.LLA Investigation of Kofl

= |n thelr investigations,
Garveyites claimed:to
discover Laura Kofey 1o e,
In reality,; a-native of-Athens,
Georgia, Who-haa - worked
for the:American:Red
Cross, travelled to New:
York; England;and-Africa,
and who:hadtaught school
iIn New: Orleans before her
adventin Florida.




Kofl leaves and founds the
African universal church.

Some members of the UNAbegan
creating-disturbance s at Koms
presentations;-and-she-fearedithathierhiie
was:in danger-atiheshaneasotbGayveys
iInnercircle.

Kol relocated iron:Miamiwhere sheett
threatenedtordacksonviler She
announcegihersphtiromsthe tUNIA and
established-the:AfricantiniversabGhurch:
As-leaderof-thissnewspiiitalinevement;
she-becameknown as  Mother kot

s OMiami-PaiyeNews (March 91928156,
- Daily Gleanerof-Aprit-3,:1928.




Murder of Mother Koii.

» On a subsequent evening,-March

8, while preaching:in:Liberty Hall | ‘Nubian Princess’ |
it N.W.15th Stree?andd Fiﬁ.ht | | Buried As 10,000
venue, -Someone-ired-a: pIiSto |

through a crackin-the doc?r | Negroes Look On |
direction of the pulpit;/a distance | _With 10000 mourners looking on, |
of albout ffty feet. Two shots ity 35 v 10 negro was biric
struick Laura Kofey in the head. P Aok b Ry e K St e
She d|ed instantly | The “princess” was shot to death | iy

by a negro in the pulpil of her church |
| at Miami on March 8 and the killer | #
| was slain by members of the Lougu-i
gauon Her body had been kept here | b
since as the resuit of a controversy it
| between the St. Petersburg, Tampa |
,'and Jacksonville congregations, the | 1
| two former wishing to return it to | te
' her native Africa. £1
She was the leader in a “back to
| Africa” movement among southern
'negroes and organized several |




U.N.ILA Member Murdered on the
spot for the Murder of mother Kofl

e [he Princess’s enraged followers
seized Maxwell Cook, a Jamaican

who was a captain in:the uniformed VEMO AND GREENE
branch of the local-UNIA-ana:-beat CASE IS RECESSED
him to death-on the'spot: Pt e

Is om \:":) “\'n:;:':’n;ﬂ kil
o Claude Green; president-ofthe oo & SaREE SRR R
Miami:UNIA - and-James: Nimmoithe Jande Greeme, pegroes, said & I
Colonel of Legions (military:head: of e e s A -
the branchy: B
asurder of ] + snid by el

wen 20 African Geold

o They were foundmnot:guilty onst “princess”  The case was

t Thursdas

o Source: RICHARD:NEWMAN,-This
far by faith




Aftermath of Her death.

Following the assassination, funeral
rites for the thirty-five-year-old-l-atira
Kofey were conductedin:Miami:The
body was then moved- to;Palm:Beach
where another service was-held.

August i/ Laura Kofey sioody,was
draped in silk-and-lineniand-laid;to:rest
IN-a-mausoleum-especially-constructed
by-her-disciples

Source i RICHARD NEWMAN:Ehis far
oy faith

The MiamiNews

KING KNESIPH
S SAID COMING
TO SIFT DEATHS »

Father of “Princess,”
Negro War Vietim,
Expected Here

A ﬂar“-‘lp of Garvev and i

anti-Garvey feeling at a negro

chureh here March 8, which re-
sulted in two deaths and

numerous arrests, will be in-

vestigated by King Knesiphi from the o

famed Gold Coast of Africa, accord-|?
ing to cablegrams received here by
members of the majority faction of
the church who have started civil suit
to get possession of the property, ac-
cording to members of the law firm

of Collins & Collins, their attorneys. *'
The king. the cablegram said, is the e
father of ‘Princess’™ baura Kofey, th



https://www.newspapers.com/title_5565/the_miami_news/

Adorkaville and leachnings

- The aims of Adaorkavilleswere to:create-a
memorial to’Laura Kofey-aiehicle 1ar
cooperation;-an gppottunitytoieducatethe
group’s-cnildren

---a means-forcooperatomwiistheipolitical
state

Providerawayzio-Hveran-Amcan-Atnerncan
existence A schookwas establisheciiiat
taught Africanshistory anouages:; '
geography,-ang culttirelRianswere-aranwn
foran-Afacainternationak Centerwhere
there-wouldsbe;vocationab-and-cultnal
training;-altforthe purpase ol greatet
cooperation;betweenAca-andinetinted
States,inctuding adormionyionvisiting
Africans.

--“Interview, Robert E-Reyes;Jacksonville,
Florida, December2,.1975.



Confirmation of Koil identity

* Ernest Sears’s trips to- Ghana have'settled:the
question of the-authenticity of LLaura Kofey's
African origin. Also, Sears-holds-a letter dated
April 24,1969, from the: Ga- Mantse,:Paramount
Chief of the Ga (Accra)-State, which says;“The
late” Adorkor; Cofie-hailed from:Sempe: Division
of the-Ga (Accra) Traditionalarea.”

* Sears’svisit-also-disclosed that before-her
coming to the United-States; Laura Kofey:was
pastor of-a churchiinithevillage ot Asofa-anad
that she had-a mission-in-KumasiiHer-ofigmnal
scheme appears to-have -been:to;travel to
America and-then return-to;spread-her
nationalist=religious=commercialprogram
throughout-Africa.
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:KING KNESIPHI
. IS SAID COMING
. T0 SIFT DEATHS

.| (CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONL)

-
g MADAME CHERNOFF
M

;ltnuld be well rewarded for their ser
S| vices in the event they were success-
:' ful. !
| Tales told the sttorneys siate that
\e | the seven kings of the Gold Coast

repudiated Garvey and his plans some
time ago, principally because Garvey
| wanted to keep the negroes to them-
seives in his colony there, whereas the | |
seven kings thought they saw an op-

1 1 ] (|
. portunity for opening up a profitable
I I W I | ) trade with the United States.

After Garvey's repudiation by the
seven kings, “Princess” Kofey was
sent to the United States, they de-

1
clare, to ascert the extent of the
Orl a 3 ar “liberator’s™ duplicity and to wamn |
| negroes to beware of him Also to

prepare them for the proposed open- |
ing up of commerce between negroes
in Africa and those in America

Garvey, who bhad been deported by
the U. government as an undesir-
able alien, because of his money-get-
ting plans, is said still to be schem-
ing in his Jamaica abode to stage a
return to power, and when he heard
that the “princess” was checking up ¢
his activities, be decided to put an end
to ber career by a bold stroke, which
negroes here say resulted in the shoot-
ing at the negro church.

Letters which, it is claimed, were |
sent through the mails from Garvey
in Jamaica to his agents in Miami to
kill Laura Kofey and her ff at any
cost are said by these negroes to have |
been discovered and turned over to
the federal authorities.

Many Miami negroes are poorer be-|
cause of Garvey and b achinatic
some having given £500 and $600, the
attorneys are informed. The only
thing left to show for the millions said
to have been collected by the negro
leader for the establishment of a new
o dom™ in Africa is said to be
$60.000 worth of machinery

Three ships purchased by Garvey 1o
transport the negroes back to Africa
were not turned over to the colony, it
is claimed.
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N, T AFRICA
‘ IN MEMORIAM
1893 1928 /

Princess Laura Adorkor Kofi

"Affectionately known as Mother Kofi"
The martyred African Princess of Asofa, Ghana
(Gold Coast West Africa). Assassinated in the
pulpit on March 8, 1928, Miami, Florida.

"Let not your heart be troubled...”
(John 14:1)

Founder of the African Universal Churches

TR PR A L. "y



